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A site-specific installation by Kate Hardy that examines the ever-increasing existence of art as a 
commodity and explores the abstract value attributed to consumer goods in a capitalist society. 

  



‘American Idolatry’ is a conceptual artwork that aims to be 
accessible in its content, visual appeal, pricing, and the collaborative action 
of exchange. I am presenting the audience with objects that appeal to me. 
Familiar objects: toys, knick-knacks, souvenirs, etc. They are objects that I have 
collected from thrift stores, found on the streets of DC or have been given 
to me by friends. They are a set of unique collectibles. They are not things 
that I necessarily need but they are things that I want to have. The artist, 
the consumer and the collector in me would like to have them. Their value 
system is based on my own personal relationships with and associations to 
them. They have been ranked and priced according to my preference, and I 
am presenting them in a gallery setting where by purchasing an object, you 
will be participating in the completion of the piece. 
 
— Kate Hardy 

...Hardy’s installation is a conceptual piece that discusses the commodification 
of artworks as well as subverting the typical protocol of the 
art market. Projects like this do not attempt to bypass the valorization and 
commodification of the work, but instead embrace it. It is this embrace 
that completes the work of art. The artistic act is the interactive process of 
shopping. 
 
— Anne Surak 

This exhibit was made possible by a generous grant from the Warhol Foundation to support the DCAC 
Curatorial Initiative which helps develop and mentor emerging curators in Washington DC. 

 

The District of Columbia Arts Center, founded in 1989, is a nonprofit arts 

space dedicated to promoting the freshest, most under-recognized artists 

in the Washington metropolitan area. Located in the heart of Adams Morgan, 

DCAC is comprised of a 750 square foot gallery and a 50 seat black box 

theater. Over the years, DCAC has received local, national and international 

reviews of its over 100 visual arts exhibitions and 500 performance events. 

We encourage an ongoing dialogue between new artists and the greater arts 

community, assisting artists in both the business and craft of art. As DCAC 

continues to draw poets, painters, actors, storytellers, sculptors, and 

performance artists from around the corner to around the world; the Center 

remains a mainstay of the Washington, DC arts community 
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