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Our mission is to support ar-sts, and while that can be done very well with a nice facility, it is
also done with energy, faith, and a lot of hard work. We realize that the rela-onship between
ar-sts, art and art patrons is an exchange of ideas, visions and s-mula-on. Nowhere is that
be@er demonstrated that in the exhibit now on view in our gallery. Our collec-ve program,
Sparkplug, is all about what is not touchable, not easily explained away, not designed to go with
the color of your sofa and rug. At the opening I was told by some ar-st friends that they would
have nightmares over one par-cular series of work. Now, I am sure that Michael Matason had
no inten-on of crea-ng that par-cular result, but I know that he was looking to see what the
work might bring out in people. And if anyone wanted to debate whether it is art or not, the
work defended itself, seemingly saying, “I evoke, therefore I am.” I could probably relate an
anecdote for each of the ar-sts that have work in this show, as well as the curators, but I think
it’s best leH to you, when you see the exhibi-on, to ﬁnd your own way through the mul-ple
layers of technique, experimenta-on, discovery and imagina-on that make up this excep-onal
display. Accurately en-tled “Findings”, it takes you on a journey of what I consider to be the
most solemn duty of an ar-st: to engage and ques-on. Of course, it’s a two-way street, and
there you get to make good on your duty as a viewer: to engage and ques-on.
I know. I can get a bit hokey on this kind of stuﬀ, but it really is what turns my crank, and
consequently, turns the wheels of DCAC. You see, whether we have a super nice space, or
whether you have a hard ﬁnancial year, or whether we live in a sort of poli-cal limbo, our minds
and spirits are seeking engagement and s-mula-on. There is no other way to think anew about
our problems and issues if we don’t jog our consciousness with something unexpected, new or
ques-onable. For me, this place where I can experience the most far out arts, and I include all
of them, this place where I can have a private, protected, internal conversa-on about value,
quality, inten-on, this is a place I call sanctuary. Here I can give myself the freedom to listen to
every small, s-ll voice that cries out from my subconscious and life experience and allow myself
to -ind something. It might not be new, it might not be earth sha@ering, but it’s my own, my
own journey of reElec-on, a chance to assess my own thought processes and check in with
what I have become. It’s how I qualify my decisions in the real world. I guess you could call it a
sort of cacophonous overs-mula-on medita-on.
But I think it’s important we par-cipate in that, otherwise I’d be stupid to keep working at a
place like this. We’ve made it through this very diﬃcult year, and I, too, hope that 2010 will
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hold a bounty of good things and ideas for all of us. But if it doesn’t, we’ll s-ll be here; engaging,
ques-oning.... and evoking. Here’s to the second decade of the 21st century.
B Stanley,
Execu-ve Director
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